She Stalks on Stilts and The Terrier— 2 Poems

By Murray Alfredson

She stalks on stilts

She stalks on stilts,
that lofty dame,
glares down that hawk-
beaked nose on pears
of gold and nutmegs
freaked with silver,
but does not deign

a nod towards

the lowly gardener —
so noble is

that daughter of

the King of Spain.



The terrier

Last night, across a gap of silent air
he reached me with his stab of fear.

Whilst | passed, before I heard him stir
he pierced me, and | knew that fear.

| turned and saw him standing near,
gazing through his fading fear.

What power had he, bypassing eye and ear,
to twinge my common nerve of fear?
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